LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, 

Aras an Chontae, Longford on Wednesday, 26th July 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –Seamus Butler,
Padraig Loughrey, Peggy Nolan 



and Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Frank Horne, Community and Enterprise Development 



Officer.

APOLOGY:


Councillor John Browne.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor S. Butler, the Minutes 

of Meeting held on the 24th May 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and
adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes 

of Committee Meeting held on the 28th June 2017, as circulated, were confirmed 
and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, the Minutes 

of Annual Meeting held on the 28th June 2017, as circulated, were confirmed 

and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None
PRESENTATION BY LONGFORD TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Lisa Brady, Michael Keenan and John Farrell from Longford 

Tidy Towns Committee.
Lisa gave a comprehensive report on projects undertaken during the past year –

· Corvenios 3 R Shows to promote the 3R message,  in Melview, Stonepark, Killoe, St. Joseph’s, St. Michael’s, St. John’s Gael Scoil & St. Emer’s 

· Weed Spraying of all the Town

· Gum Removal form Main St, Ballymahon St, Market Square, Dublin St, New St & Killashee St  -  Lisa thanked the members for the additional funding of €20,000.00 for this project.
· Treatment & Painting of Barriers on Main St / Richmond Street

· Painting of Building at Bridge Street

· Deep Cleaning of Façade of Courthouse

· Planters at Cathedral Junction

· Powers Washing at Roundabouts & Junctions

· Landscaping at Hardstand

· Spring Clean of all the Main Streets.
Michael and John spoke regarding the simple things that were costing the town 
and its environs valuable points in competitions like the National Tidy Towns competition.  

They stated that it is the area of general tidiness where Longford is struggling.  They pointed

to a number of issues which need attention  -   green algae, weeds, condition of litter bins, 

overhead cables and the proliferation of sandwich boards in the town.  They also emphasised

the need for an active Litter Warden in the town.
The Cathaoairleach and members complimented the Tidy Towns Committee and their 

volunteers for their excellent work in the town and its environs.

John McKeon also paid tribute to the enthusiasm of the people involved in Tidy Towns in the 

town. He said that he will take on board the issues raised today and suggested that quarterly 

meetings be held where plans can be evaluated.

It was agreed that the Municipal District Committee will meet again with the Tidy Towns

Committee at an “in committee” meeting at 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 25th October.
MANAGEMENT REPORT .

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

The following issues were discussed  -

· Update on the extinguishment of the public right of way at Dun Darrach –

It was agreed that this item be included on the Agenda for the September meeting.

· CCTV at Oakvale.

· Notices of Motions – Councillor M. Sexton requested a progress report on historical Notices of Motions at the September meeting.

· Replacement of ramps at Teffia Park  -  It was agreed by the members that the traffic ramps be replaced at Teffia Park from Steeles Shop.  

ALLOCATION OF FUNDING UNDER THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

SCHEME 2017.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that 

the list, as circulated, be adopted.

PROJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR FUNDING.

The members to propose projects which could be considered if/when funding becomes 

available  -  this item to be considered further at “In Committee” Meeting on the 

25th September.

ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE COMMUNITY

SUPPORT SCHEME.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was

unanimously agreed that €1,000.00 be allocated to Longford Variety Group.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was

unanimously agreed that €3,000.00 be allocated to 
Longford Acorn Project Ltd.
LIST OF PRIORITY AREAS WHERE FOOTPATH REPAIRS ARE REQUIRED. 
The members to submit list of priority areas where footpath repairs  are required.  A list of 

identified areas where there are recurrent insurance claims to be forwarded to the members. It 
was noted that footpath repairs are funding dependent and submissions received will be

prioritised.  This item to be included on the Agenda for the “In Committee” meeting on the 

25th September. 

Suspension of Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously

agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for the completion of the Agenda.

BYE-LAWS FOR COACH AND DISABLED PARKING SPACES and ACCESS 
AUDIT OF LONGFORD TOWN.

Audit Report on Disabled Parking Bays in Longford Town, as circulated, was considered by 

the members.


The Audit was carried out to assess the current condition and the access for disabled drivers and passengers using disabled parking spaces in Longford town. 

There are a total of sixty four disabled parking bays in Longford town.  Of these there are fifty eight bays where markings are faded and in the main are in need of repainting.  There are a total of twenty one kerb drops required to facilitate wheelchair users in various locations around Longford town. There are also a number of bays where footpath realignment and relocation of traffic bollards will be necessary in improve access to the bays.

Over the years a number of bays were finished with an antiskid beaded coating. This finish was easily dislodged and over time has disintegrated. All bays affected should be finished with standard blue paint rather that an anti skid finish.  

It is noted that the dimensions of a number of bays varies in size. All Disabled parking bays should be standardised in line with current guidelines.  

It was agreed that 3 additional Disabled parking bays be placed in the following locations

· 1 New Street,  

· 1 Earl Street car park 

· 1 Rue Noyal (central access road).

Details regarding the locations of the parking bays and the recommended action required was given.   The members also discussed the markings etc. for the Age Friendly Parking Spaces.
It was agreed that the Disabled Parking Bays be painted and the item be considered further at the October meeting of the Municipal District. 

Green Flag – Albert Reynolds Peace Park.

F. Horne informed the members that The Mall/The Albert Reynolds Peace Park has retained 
the Green Flag  Award which is an international parks award managed by An Taisce in 
Ireland. This is the second year the award has been rolled out nationally. Parks are judged on 
a number of criteria including a management plan, health and safety, environmental 
sustainability, community use of the park, conservation, cleanliness, ground maintenance, 
horticulture and general presentation. The Flags were presented in Malahide Castle.

Frank said that the award was achieved thanks to Longford Town Suburbs Ltd who manage 
the Mall in partnership with Longford County Council. The Mall was judged alongside the 
top parks in the country. Thanks are also due to Department Of Social Protection, the 
Community Employment Supervisor and all the Community employment participants whose 
hard work is vital to the gaining of this award.  

PREPARATION OF PLANS TO BUILD HOUSES ON NOW CLOSED COUNCIL YARDS AT BACK OF ST. PATRICK'S/MARY'S TERRACE AND PARK ROAD.

Councillor M. Sexton spoke regarding the need for one and two bedroom houses in Longford town.

It was agreed that a list of sites in the ownership of the Council in the town area  and which could be considered for housing be prepared for the consideration by the members.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a recommendation be put to Longford County Council that sites be identified in all towns and villages in the County for housing. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Dog Fouling.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by

Councillor G. Warnock -


“That this Council provides Residents Associations with signage alerting dog owners to 
the fact that they are breaking the law by allowing their dogs to foul the green areas in their 
estates.  Also, that signs be erected on the Canal and the Bypass and this motion be referred 

to the September meeting of the County Council.”
E. Bennett stated there is no funding currently available for signage regarding dog fouling. 
This issue can be considered further in the context of the preparation of the 2018 Budget.
Fly Tipping in the Longford Town Area.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by

Councillor S. Butler -


“I am proposing that Longford Municipal District put in place the following measures to 
counter the increase of fly tipping in the Longford Town Area:

· The eventual removal of all bottle banks and clothes banks from the various locations around the town for relocation to a central secure civic amenity site with one entrance/exit , manned by CCTV and ANPR technology. A suggestion could be the existing Council Yard on the Park Road

· Strategically placed mobile cameras at dumping hotspots around the town centre (Main Street, Annaly Carpark, Ballymahon Street Carpark etc.)

· Initiate a campaign directed at Landlords to factor in a “disposal of waste clause” in all tenancy agreements to be reviewed on an annual basis”
It was agreed that a costing be prepared for a site at Gill’s Car Park on the Market Square as a 
possible location for a site. The Cathaoirleach Mae Sexton suggested that contact be made 
with Mulleadys to see what options they have in mind.
John McKeon said that the Council would also look at alternative sites that may be suitable 
rather that looking at just one car park.

A.O.B.
Councillor S. Butler gave details regarding the recent twinning event in Noyal in France.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

27th September 2017.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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